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Paradise - Canto IX

Still on Venus, Dante and Charles Martel are discussing Dante’s successors. Charles makes predictions to Dante, which we do not hear nor can Dante repeat them. I really didn’t understand who Charles Martel was and why he is in Paradise. I realize that he was of the Anjou family, but why was he a person, as such to get into Paradise? 

What we see in Canto nine is Rahab, whore of Jericho. If we remember correctly in the Bible, God promises a place for Rahab in Heaven. It explains in the Canto that Rahab is there because she made is possible for Joshua to take the Holy Land. There is an interesting line after why it explains why she is there sating that it doesn’t matter to The Pope. I think that this is a sort of slam in the face from Dante to the The Pope. 

The end of the canto is near. The climax occurs in the last line of the canto, “shall soon be free of this adultery.” It has now been predicted that Rome and the Catholic Church will soon be free of its sin. 

What is this Dante is saying. He is using a character from Heaven to predict the… Fall of the Vatican? The… Demise of humanity? A second coming? After going over this line in my head, and looking back to the last Canto which Dante and Charles had a discussion about good seeds and bad seeds. I don’t think it was astronomical as I originally thought. It probably meant that Dante was stating that the current Pope was a bad seed. But in the fall of this bad seed a new good seed would arise and be The Pope. 

